Japanese Film Festival 2012     
At The Lyric, downtown Blacksburg www.thelyric.com • Free & open to the public • English subtitles

Sponsored by John & Mihoko Lanier, with support from the Department of Foreign Languages & Literatures, College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences, Virginia Tech
Saturday February 4 at 3pm 
OUR MOTHER “Kabei” (2008) 
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EVERY FAMILY HAS ITS SECRETS

A film by Kiyoshi Kurosawa



Yoji Yamada, director. Starring Sayuri Yoshinaga, Tadanobu Asano, Mitsugoro Bando. 
Based on the actual childhood story of acclaimed novelist Kayo Nogami, who worked as Akira Kurosawa’s script supervisor beginning with his 1950 period crime–drama Rashomon. “Kabei” depicts the strong bond between a mother and her family during WWII.
Berlin International Film Festival: Golden Berlin Bear nominee, Asian Film Awards: Best Actress nominee, Japanese Academy Awards: Best Director nominee, Best Actress nominee (unrated)
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Saturday February 11 at 3pm
STILL WALKING “Aruitemo aruitemo”(2008)
Hirokazu Kore-eda director. Starring Hiroshi Abe, Kirin Kiki, You. This lyrical, profoundly moving film is contemporary Japanese master Hirokazu Kore-eda’s most personal work to date. Created as a tribute to his late mother, the film depicts one day in the life of the Yokohamas, gathered together for a commemorative ritual whose nature only gradually becomes clear. 
Mardel Plata Film Festival: ACCA Jury Prize Best Film, 
Asian Film Awards: Best Director, Blue Ribbon Awards: Best Director, Chlotrudis Awards: Best Director (unrated)
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Saturday February 18 at 3pm  
THE HIDDEN BLADE “Kakushiken oni no tsume” (2006)
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Yoji Yamada, director. Starring Masatoshi Nagase, Takako Matsu. 
Yaichiro, a samurai warrior, must leave his family in the care of two other samurai after he answers a request for his services in another town. Munezo and Samon do their best to protect the family when they come under attack during Yaichiro's absence. 
Berlin International Film Festival: Golden Berlin Bear nominee, Valladolid International Film Festival: Golden Spike nominee, Japanese Academy Awards: Best Art Direction 
(rated R for some violent material) 
