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Detailed Course Descriptions for Spring 2012
German 1106: Elementary German. This is the second part of the introductory course in German. German 1106 continues the development of the four basic language skills: reading, speaking, listening, and writing. More advanced German grammatical structures are introduced with additional focus on general vocabulary and communicative competency. PRE: This course is for students who have completed Virginia Tech’s German 1105 course or equivalent experience with the language; i.e. a full semester of German at another institution or 1-2 years in high school. This course is not intended for beginners. Meets: MWF 10:10-11:00; MWF 11:15-12:05; MWF 1:25-2:15; TR 6:30-7:45 PM.

German 1114: Accelerated Elementary German. This one-semester, proficiency-oriented approach to elementary German is the equivalent of German 1105 and 1106. Designed for learners with little or no background in German who wish to progress rapidly through the beginning stages of language learning, the six credit hour course introduces the fundamentals of the German language with emphasis on grammar, reading, composition, and conversation. Meets: MWF 1:25-2:15 and TR 12:30-1:45.

German 2106: Intermediate German. The intermediate German course focuses on strengthening the four language skills (speaking, reading, writing and listening) and enhancing students’ grasp of German culture. While reviewing German grammar, students will read texts pertaining to, and discuss such topics as, the world of work, multicultural society, ageism, stereotypes, and environmental issues. PRE: GER 2105, or instructor's consent. Meets: MWF 9:05-9:55; MWF 10:10-11:00.

COURSES FOR GERMAN MAJOR/MINOR

German 3106: Grammar, Composition, Conversation. This Writing Intensive Course focuses on the development and refinement of writing skills while simultaneously stressing oral expression and reviewing select grammatical problem areas at the advanced level. Topics for discussion and essay writing include a variety of subjects from German culture, life, and literature. Requirements include regular homework assignments, oral presentations, essays, and exams. PRE: GER 3105 or instructor’s consent. Meets: MWF 1:25-2:15.
German 3126: Oral Proficiency. Development and improvement of proficiency in speaking and understanding German. For intermediate and advanced level non-native German majors and minors. Focus on content-based instruction in small groups. Students are expected to achieve the proficiency levels of intermediate-high to advanced according to the ACTFL proficiency scale. Taught in German. The in-class discussions and at-home readings focus on aspects of everyday life in German-speaking countries. Pass/fail only. PRE: GER 3105 OR 3106, and instructor’s consent. Students will only be accepted in the course after a placement test in the first week of the semester. Meets: MWF 10:10-11:00.
German 3306: Survey of German Literature. A survey of major works and trends in German literature from Classicism to the present. Students will read excerpts as well as complete works representing a variety of genres. The class includes general discussions of German literary history as well as an introduction to vocabulary and conventions for writing about literature in German. Requirements include reading quizzes, midterm and final exam, oral presentations, and papers. PRE: GER 3204 or 3105 or 3106. Meets: TR 2:00-3:15.

German 3414: German Literature in Translation: German Culture between the World Wars and the Rise of the Nazis.  The aftereffects of trench warfare, revolution, social unrest, hyperinflation, a “Golden Age” of new artistic forms, and finally a deep pessimism and the rise of the Nazis:  German culture between the World Wars was typified by a sense of permanent crisis.  This course examines the literary response to this culture of crisis.  Readings include Brecht, Mann, Remarque, Jünger, Döblin, Kästner, Fallada, and Grass.  Taught in English.  Requirements include short in-class presentations, quizzes, and a final paper.  MWF 12:20-1:10. Cross-listed with English 3414 German Literature in Translation.

German 4324: Studies in 20th-Century Literature:  Coping with the Past: German Literature after 1945. After World War II, Germans were confronted with the atrocities committed under Nazi rule and held morally responsible. They had to rebuild their country, their society, and their identity. The literary works discussed in this course reflect the need to understand, to judge, and to come to terms with the war and the Holocaust and to find a new beginning. Readings include Borchert, Böll, Celan, Bachmann, Eich, and Frisch. Conducted entirely in German. PRE: 3105 or GER 3106, and GER 3305 and 3306. Meets: MW 2:30-3:45.
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Major requirements: 30 hours beyond the 2000-level, to include 3105 and 3106, 3126, 3204, 3305, 3306, 4154, and 6 hours of 4000-level literature/culture courses. Courses taught in English do not count toward the major or minor, unless otherwise indicated.


Minor requirements: 18 hours beyond the 1000-level, to include 3105 and 3106, 3204, 3305, or 3306.


NB: Majors and minors must earn a grade above C- in each course taken or repeat the course.








