FRENCH 3105:  Fall 2009 

PROFESSOR SHARON P. JOHNSON
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MWF 12:20-1:10 p.m.
Office hours:  Mon 2:30-3:30; Wed. 4:00-5:30 and by appointment

Office: 317 Major Williams
home page: http://www.fll.vt.edu/johnson/310509/310509pw.html

Office Phone: 231-9859 (You will reach me faster via e-mail) 
Home Phone: 961-1262 I welcome your calls, but please don't call past 9:00 p.m. or before 8:00 a.m., unless it is an emergency. 
E-mail: spjohnson@vt.edu 

Pre-requisite: 2106 or the equivalent
Cell phones: Please turn them off when you're in class
Email: Every one must have an activated VT account and verify your e-mail at least twice daily.
Required materials 

En bonne forme, S. Renaud and D. van Hoof, 8th edition 

Student Activities Manual that accompanies En bonne forme, S. Renaud and D. van Hoof, 8th edition
Autour de la littérature, Shofer and Rice, 5th edition
Recommended: A good French/English dictionary, such as Collins or Harrap's. If you are majoring in French, consider buying an excellent French/French dictionary such as Le Petit Robert. 
Special accommodations If you have a learning style that requires special accommodations, you need to contact the Office of the Dean of Students.  A staff member from that office will provide a form to make available to all your instructors. The form will include a written description of the necessary specified accommodations.

Bonjour!  Soyez les bienvenus!
.

French 3105 will establish a solid foundation in your ability to read, write, speak and understand the French language. Cross-cultural phenomena also will be highlighted throughout the semester. In addition, you will learn more about French and Francophone cultures through spoken, written and visual media.
Daily practice is essential when studying a foreign language. Because the concepts that will be taught are cumulative, it is extremely important that you do not fall behind in your work. Since we will move though the material at a quick pace, it will be essential that you remain on top of all your work and respect all deadlines. 
Homework and class time are meant as complements to each other. Both will provide you important opportunities to practice and refine your language skills. To help you meet my expectations with great success and accuracy, I am very available to meet with you during my office hours If there is a lot of material you regularly don't grasp, you should look into a tutor.
No late homework will be accepted unless you have an excused absence (see below). I expect all sections of your cahier to be done (unless I have indicated otherwise), even points in the book that you must read and understand on your own. En bonne forme and Autour de la literature provide comprehension activities or questions as well as literary/historical contexts to help you understand the texts you prepare for class. 
GRADING:
Class work and Homework: 








30%
     Quizzes, participation (quality, pronunciation, preparation, accuracy, frequency, reflection) (letter grade)
 

     Workbook, videos exercises, other assignments (checks),




 
Papers (redactions) and rewrites (letter grade)






20%

Exams (Contrôles: there will be five, the lowest one will be dropped)




35 % 

Final exam  (a 15-minute oral final)








15 %

           GRADING SCALE
	100%-95%
	A
	77%-75%
	C

	94%-90%
	A-
	74%-70%
	C-

	89%-88%
	B+
	69%-68%
	D+

	87%-85%
	B
	67%-65%
	D

	84%-80%
	B-
	64%-60%
	D-

	79%-78%
	C+
	59% or lower
	F


HONOR CODE: I take this policy seriously. The honor code applies to all work that you turn in. If an assignment bears your name, that means it was only completed by you and represents your effort and ability. All papers you write must be original, i.e. written only by you this semester. If you have taken French before, you are not to submit a rewritten paper from a previous course, which would have a Professor’s corrections. Asking tutors, RAs, other classmates, or more advanced French students for "help" on a composition is also unacceptable. You are allowed to consult dictionaries and other grammatical sources (Le Bon Usage, Le Français pratique, textbooks of yours). All work submitted with your name on it must contain your French and your level of expression, not someone else's. The use of on-line translators is also considered a violation of VT’s honor code. 
Please see the following websites if you are unfamiliar with our university's policies: Virginia Tech Undergraduate Honor System: http://www.honorsystem.vt.edu/
PARTICIPATION AND BEING PREPARED FOR CLASS

I take roll everyday and you are given oral participation grades regularly. I expect you to be prepared for class. This means you have completed and corrected all exercises assigned to you with the greatest accuracy possible, you've taken thorough notes over the material and you are ready with specific questions when you haven't understood portions of your assignments. Please write down what you do not understand so you can tell me where you are having difficulties (e.g. p. 8 of Chapter l point D in En bonne forme). Hopefully as the semester progresses, you'll feel increasingly comfortable to ask questions in class. 

Notice that I grade on not only how often you participate in class, but also on the accuracy of your French, your willingness to share your ideas, and the degree to which you have thought about the texts we're reading. It is important to provide answers to grammar as well as to be able to state what the texts we read are about, what facets of the texts you are unsure about, as well as have more elaborate comments to make about the issues they raise. 

You should have one or two classmates' phone numbers as you're expected to be prepared for class, even if you're absent. I also occasionally give take-home quizzes. If you plan on missing class, call a classmate the night before so s/he can pick up an extra copy of the assignments/quizzes for that day. You can also check my homepage for the week's assignments. 
Refer to your weekly homework sheet; it will help you organize and pace yourself. It may happen that the syllabus changes, yet those modifications will never be a problem if you attend class every day. 

LATE WORK / MAKE-UP WORK 

1. I do not give make-up exams. However, five exams (contrôles) will be given, and I drop the lowest one. If you miss one exam (on account of illness or any other reason) that will be the one that I will drop. 
2. Late workbook exercises are not accepted unless you have an excused absence or have made arrangements with me. 
3. I do accept late papers, but they are graded down each 24 hour period they are handed in late (e.g. A ( A-;  A- ( B+ etc..). If a paper is due on Monday Sept. 13 at 12:20 p..m., it is lowered a half-grade starting at 2:30 p.m. Monday Sept. 13. It is marked down an additional l/2 grade if it is submitted any later than 2:30 on Tuesday Sept. 14.  
4. No extra credit activities are given in this course in that I want you to put all of your effort into learning what is required, which already represents a tremendous amount of material.
MY GRADING SYSTEM WITH CHECKS: When I use my check system, this is how I will calculate your grade. I start you all off with an A-(90%). Each time you receive a check on your assignment that means you have completed it successfully--following the instructions, being mindful of your French, using dictionaries when you don't know words instead of writing English/Spanish/German/Russian words in place of a French word. With a check, your 90% remains as is, I neither add nor take away points. If your work distinguishes itself (which is often the case) you most likely will receive a check plus or perhaps a plus plus. 

A check plus adds one point to your overall percentage, a plus adds two points, a plus plus (very rare) adds five points to your score. A check minus takes away one point, a minus takes away two points, a double minus takes away 4 points. If you receive a 0 (not having done an assignment) it is calculated as -8 points. At the end of the semester, for the portion of your grade where I use checks to grade your work (workbook exercises for example), I tally all these checks (points) together to convert them into a percentage grade. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY: You are allowed three "unexcused absences" (3 hours of class time missed). Arriving to class more than 15 minutes late may be counted as an unexcused absence. Reasons for missing class abound: oversleeping, car problems, romantic turmoil, a special event you wish to attend, etc.  Use these "absences" judiciously; for, you are only allotted three. Your final grade will be lowered one percentage point every additional time you have an "unexcused absence" Even if you are not in class, you are responsible to hand in any assigned work, otherwise a zero will be given. 
If you were on campus spring 2007, you may continue to experience on-going grief this semester. Some flexibility has been built into my syllabus for post-April 16 difficulties as well as for other medical, emotional, or psychological challenges that you might encounter. If you miss a week of classes, you should be in contact with the Schiffert Health Center (231-5313), the Cook Counseling Center (231-6557), or the Dean of Students Office (231-4035) who will provide information to your professors about your absence if appropriate. It also would be helpful for me to know the general nature of the problems you are facing. I will try to assist you to receive the help you need; however, too many absences may require that you withdraw from my course. Please be aware of the university deadlines and policies for dropping classes or using the course withdrawal procedure.

EXCUSED ABSENCES: You must e-mail me EACH DAY you are ill if you wish your absence to be considered "excused." If your car is unreliable, take the bus.  If your alarm clock is unreliable, buy a new one.  "Excused absences" are for illnesses and personal/family tragedies. If extenuating circumstances arise, PLEASE let me know in general terms about these difficulties.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO USE YOUR FRENCH

The more contact you have with the French language, the better you abilities will be. In two weeks there will be an organizational meeting for our French Club, Le Cercle Francophone. Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. students and professors get together at More than Coffee, on 235 N. Main Street. It is a wonderful opportunity to speak and listen to French in a more relaxing, natural context. In addition, the Le Cercle Francophone often organizes films and parties. 
You can watch same-day broadcasts of French news via the internet or on television. Off campus, if you have cable, you can also receive same-day French news on the International channel at 7:00PM. On French Program’s web page (http://www.fll.vt.edu/French/liens.html) you'll find many links to French media: to listen to, to watch, and to read. The International Channel also offers French films on the weekends and other French-language programming. 
If at times you find yourself becoming frustrated or discouraged during your study, see me immediately. If you find that you are putting a lot of time into the course but not getting the results you wish, see me quickly. Most likely your studying techniques need to be refined. French requires great commitment and a lot of time--at least 2-3 hours per class!  Sometimes you might find your homework to be repetitious, perhaps even tedious. Since this is a skills course, practice is what makes the difference. Studying a foreign language can be hard work; however, I am hoping as well that you will find French 3105 enjoyable, challenging and also rewarding.

How you need to complete


your homework in your cahier.





Do the exercises in pen or pencil (any color besides red or pink) without looking at the answers. 


Using the answer key for your workbook (see blue oval to left), write in the correct answers with RED or PINK INK. Try to figure out why you made the errors you did. 


If the entire section is correct, write “ok” by that exercise to show me that you have graded it and everything is perfect.  





When you are asked to turn in your workbook, you will be graded on  


a) whether you completed all the exercises that were assigned. 


b) the accuracy with which you self-corrected your own exercises using the answer key, provided on my web page.


c) whether you have followed directions (points 1 -3 above)





My grading will be as follows (see my syllabus: “Grading system using checks)  


0 mistakes missed 		+ 


(superb self-correction, even if there were 20 mistakes made initially) 


1-2 mistakes missed 		(+ 


3-7 mistakes missed 		(


8-15 mistakes missed 		(– 


16-23 mistakes missed 	–


23 or more mistakes missed 	– –


Not turning in your homework	0 


No self-correction 		0





Be sure to contact me if you have any questions or problems when doing the exercises in your work book. 


Your corrections will help you identify the concepts you did not understand initially in each chapter. Pay special attention to them when studying for your exams or quizzes. 














Access to the video files to complete your workbook exercises and the answer keys for exercises in your cahier and text book may be found on my webpage:








http://www.fll.vt.edu/johnson/310509/audiocorrige.html








